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PROUDLY SERVING THE COMMUNITY FOR CON I Es I
OVER 45 YEARS

TEXT THE WORD “CHEZ” TO
855-243-9378 FOR WEEKLY EVENTS
WWW.CHEZEST.COM
ALL SOCIAL MEDIA @RTHECHEZEST
458 WETHERSFIELD AVE. HARTFORD
THERE’S SOMETHING FOR EVERYONE AT
THE CHEZ
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A LeTTer FRom THE PRESIDENT...

Dear Friends.
Welcome to the Connecticut Bear 2024 Contest!

I want to congratulate Connecticut Bear 2023 Mikey Bear on his title year!
Thank you for supporting the community and the Body Dismorphic
Disorder Foundation during your title year.

Thank you to all the sponsors and supporters of the Connecticut Bear 2024
Contest! We couldn’t have put on this contest without you!

Every year we make history in Connecticut helping to make more inclusive
events for the Bear and LGBTQ+ Communities at large!

George Hicks-Richards has been and integral part of producing this contest
for a 3rd year in a row and his dedication does not go unnoticed!

He has played a vital role in making this contest a reality so thank you to all
his hard work! Thank you to the volunteers for all your contributions!

Without your dedication, the contest would not have been possible.

The money raised for the Body Dismorphic Disorder Foundation this year is
going to benefit them in a big way in helping them support our community!
Cheers to an amazing year in 2024!

Love and Bear Hugs,

Dave Greenberg

“Brother Bear”

President, Northeast Ursamen




From THEe Probucers

Tue NorTHeAsT URSAMEN THANK VOU FOR JOINING US THIS WEEKEND
ror THE Conneeticut Bear 2024 Conrest!

THE NorTHEAST URSAMEN 1S ONE OF THE OLDEST BEAR ORGANIZATIONS IN THE COUNTRY,
FouNDED IN 1392. WE ARE SUPPORTIVE OF THE DIVERSITY IN OUR COMMUNITY AND
ARE GRATEFUL TO BE ABLE TO BRING INDIVIDUALS TOGETHER IN AN ATMOSPHERE OF LOVE
AND ACCEPTANCE.

The Benr CoMMUNITY HAS BEEN ABLE TO PROVIDE A SAFE SPACE FOR MANY INDIVIDUALS
WHO HAVE NOT FELT LIKE THEY FIT IN ANYWHERE ELSE.

Tt Bear CoMMUNITY WELCOMES ANVONE WHO WANTS TO BE A PART OF IT,

NO MATTER VOUR GENDER, OR SEXUAL IDENTITY, AND SO DO THE NorTHEAST URSAMEN.
THANK YOU FOR SHARING THIS FANTASTIC CONTEST WITH US AND HELPING T0 WELCOME
Connecticur Bear 20241

SKY CASPER

ENTERTAINMENT

NORTHEAST URSAMEN

EOTRIO0
!\L]*]‘“J




cce \

\
\
\
\
\Rh
\ \
) |
/
S 1

[ . e e I O/
Please join u,

HEALTH CARE FOR
QUEER PEOPLE

BY QUEER PEOPLE

Connecticut’s leading health center
for the LGBTQ community.

“/Rogk N Roll Fantgsy”
asy

@H ord Windsor Marriott
benefitting:

SOVEREIGN e APNH

www.ctimperialcourt.org

The Imperial Sovereig'n{@:rt of All CT is a 501(c)3 nonprofit organization dedicated to helping those in need

anchorhealthct.org

ANCHOR

MCAL




BODY.
MIND.
SPIRIT.

Place to Nourish your Healt

The Hartford Gay & Lesbian
Health Collective

Be Well. Be Yourself.

Henry Paquin Stephen Hogan Jr
Boston Bear 2024  Boston Bear 2011

Compassionate, Call For Q

LGBTQIA+ friendly Appointment
Dental Services (860) 278 - 4163 1841 Broad St. B EST W I S H ES

o - Hartford, CT
Medical Services

info@hglhc.org oeta TO CT BEAR 2024!
STD/STI testing & treatment
PreEP Referrals
HIV Testing & Linkage to Care Follow us on
Education Social Media!

for 40 years. O O in|

WWW.HGLHC.ORG




WOLFSTRYKER

LEATHER
HAND CRAFTED, CUSTOM LEATHER WITH A
LIFITTIME GUARANTEE

PROUD TO SERVE ALL COMMUNITILES
WITH A FULL RANGE OF STYLES AND SIZLES
Check us out online at our webstore at www.wolfstryker.shop

866-671-8990  wstryker@wolfstryker.com

PREMIER PARTNERS WITH BOTH
DOUBLE SCORPIO AND OTTER AND THE FOX!
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" L LG SAVE THE DATE!
JAN 11 15 2024 SATURDAY. IMARCH 9, 2024

Easton Mountam
Retreat Center W / ‘ 5bm -9 Pm

".-:‘ ) IN THE MOUNTAINS OF UPSTATE NY ] THE GLASTOWBUP% BUATWUSE

e — Use the code:
N _“I EOR;:;";'EQ = U DINNER, ENTERTAINIMENT, AND IMORE!
\ ASTON MOUNTAIN H —

BUY TICKETS AT:
EASTONNMOUNIAIN'ORG/BEARWINTER Q-PLUS.TICKETLEAP.COM/SWEET-TREAT-GALA-2024




CT BEAR GONTEST DJ

Rory Roux Lay (sHE/THEY] 15 A CT BASED TRANS DRAG ARTIST WHO LOVES
DOING A VARIETY OF DIFFERENT TYPES OF DRAG INCLUDING DANCE, POLITICAL,
COMEDIC, AND ALTERNATIVE NUMBERS. AFTER MAKING MIXES AND MASHUPS FOR
MANY YEARS, SHE BEGAN T0 DABBLE IN DJING THIS JULY AND HAD BEEN HAVING A
FANTASTIC TIME EVER SINCE. IN ADDITION T0 PERFORMING AND DJing, RoRy ALso
SEWS COSTUMES AND MAKES FLYERS.

a
CT BEAR CONTEST ASL INTERPRETER
Susan EINSTEIN

SUSAN IS A LEATHER WOMAN, PROUDLY HAILING FROM NYC. SHE’S A NaTIONALLY
CERTIFIED INTERPRETER FOR MORE THAN 35 YEARS. IN 2002, SHE WAS ASKED T0
* INTERPRET AT NYC's LEATHER PRIDE NIGHT WHICH LED TO INTERPRETING AT THE
~ Mg EncLe NYC coNTEST AND THAT LED T0 INTERPRETING LEATHER CONTESTS & KINK
bl Events auL ALONG THE Northeast (Ma. & Ms. New Jensey Leatuer, New

i =" Excuawo Learuer, Ma. & Ms. Connecricur LEATHER, To NAME BUT A FEW),
[ As WeLL As 12 Davs in Barrimore. SHe's Mama’s Masic Fincers IN Mama’s
Famiy ano Saint Fast Fineens with THE Boston SisTeRs oF PerpeTuAL
" INDULGENCE. SHE SPEAKS ELOQUENTLY WITH HER HANDS PROVIDING INVALUABLE
SERVICE FOR DEAF AND HARD OF HEARING JUDGES, CONTESTANTS, AND ATTENDEES.
SHE IS EXCITED TO BE INTERPRETING AT THE CONNECTICUT BEAR CONTEST AGAIN.

FEATURED PERFORMER

CONNECGTICUT'S LATIN WITCH, MOTHER OF THE HAUS OF NIGHT,

oHE'S A FERY, HIGH ENERGY PERFORMER WITH A STRIKING LOOK, LEAVING THE

AUDIENGE STUNNED AND UNDER HER SPELL.



JUDGES

“c ANDYBE AR" Canoy Bear (Hearn Hooper) was JusT RECENTLY cROWNED THE CURRENT Mg. WoRLD
Bear 2023, e 15 THE ForMeR NorTi American Bear 2022,

" He Laves In MancesTeR New HAMPSHIRE, WITH HIS HUSBAND JONATHAN

(Mercurius Lion).

Canpy I1s A PRouD DAD oF Two, RoBYN AnD MOXIE, WHO BOTH IDENTIFY IN THE

LGBTQIA+ Communiry.

IN2018 CanpY FINALLY GOT THE STRENGTH AND COURAGE TO COME OUT AT THE LATE

AGE OF 45, T0 SET AN EXAMPLE FOR HIS KIDS TO NOT HIDE WHO YOU ARE, BUT TO BE

PROUD OF WHO THEY ARE. CANDY HAS CONNECTED THROUGH HIS TITLE YEARS WITH THOSE

WHO HAVE SIMILAR STORIES, AND HOPES TO CREATE A NETWORK IN THE BEAR COMMUNITY

WITH THOSE WHO ARE RAISING KIDS. CANDY HAS BEEN INVOLVED WITH CHARITABLE WORK

SINCE THE AGE OF 8, WITH NO PLANS TO STOP. THIS IS CANDY'S FIRST TIME JUDGING AT

THE CT BEAR CONTEST.

CraiG BYRNES

Craic ByRNES - Jubse
Farner oF ™HE Bear FLag 1995 / MR. Bacrimore Bear Cus 1993
Mg Teooy Bear Learner or VA 1994
American Bear Macazine cover man 1994
Awerican Griziy Masazine cover man 1998 / Mg. DC Bear 1998
InternaTionAL MR. Bear 1999

PupScour

Pup Scout (HE/THEY] IS A NONBINARY, TRANS MASCULINE, BI, QUEER MUTT,
AnD PRoUD 0 BE YOUR 2023 M. New EncLan LEATHER.

IN THEIR DAY JoB, Pup Scout 1s AN LGBTQ+ SociAL JUSTICE ADVOCATE,
FOCUSING ON TRANS RIGHTS, EQUITY, AND HEALTH. PP SCOUT HAS WORKED ON
STATE AND NATIONAL CAMPAIGNS FOR TRANS RIGHTS, WRITTEN POLICY FOR
NONBINARY GENDER MARKERS ON STATE DS, AND EDUCATED THOUSANDS ABOUT
INCLUSIVE HEALTH AND COMMUNICATION PRACTICES FOR TRANS COMMUNITIES.
THEY'VE WON NUMEROUS LOCAL AND NATIONAL AWARDS FOR THEIR WORK IN
TRANS ADVOCACY AND EDUCATION. PuP ScouT IS MARRIED, COLLARED, AND
ENJOYS SPENDING TIME N BOOTS OF ALL SHAPES: LEATHER BOOTS, HIKING
B00TS, OR EVEN ReNaissaNCE FAIRE PIRATE BooTS.

JUDGES

Dotores Desast Hopxins

) Dovores Decact Hopkins (SHE/HER/HERS) CURRENTLY RESIDES IN Navcatuck, CT
e WITH HER FIANCE JENNIFER LINDEN. DoLoRES HAS WORKED AS A DRac ARTIST,
ProtosrAPHER AND N THE DANCE WORLD FOR 40+ YEARS AND CURRENTLY SERVES
As THE DirecTor oF BatLeT ror THE Joan Lynw Dance Company in Hamoew, CT.
Se FrsT SERVED oN THE New Havew Prie Center Boaro in 2013 anp 2014
RESIGNING TO CARE FOR HER LONG TIME PARTNER SASSIE SaLTiMBocA / DRew
Mancuso who was LosT 70 canceR IN AususT oF 2015. DoLores AND Sassie
were RECIPIENTS OF A Dorotry Awaap rrom THE New Haven Prioe Center

IN2016.
“I Revurnen To THE NHPC BoaRD AND wAs HoNoRED To BECOME THE FIRST Trans Woman Boarn PRESIDENT IN 1Ts 25 YEAR

HISTORY. REGARDLESS OF HAVING RECENTLY STEPPED DOWN FROM THE BOARD SHE FULLY SuPPoRTS THE NHPC new vision &
MISSION T0 RETURN TO ITS ROOTS AS A COMMUNITY CENTER FOREMOST WITH THE GOAL OF CREATING STABILITY & SUSTAINABILITY FOR
THE CENTER'S FUTURE.”

A narive oF Texas, DoLores Has BEEN AN LGBTQ+ AcTivisT For 45 YEARS AND SPEAKS OPENLY ABOUT HER RECENT DECISION
T0 TRANSITION AT AGE 60 AND CONTINUES TO ADVOCATE AND RAISE AWARENESS FOR LGBTQIA+ EquaLITy. SHE HAS ALSO SERVED
on THE Boaro oF Dirctors For APNH (A Puact To Nurture vour Heauth) previousLy known As AIDS Project

New Haven. Beme A cLient o APNH ror many vEars DoLores 1s A sTRon AbvocaTE For U=U, HIV awareness,
PREVENTION AND CONTINUED RESEARCH TO FIND THE CURE. SHE IS CURRENTLY AN ACTIVE BOARD MEMBER OF THE IMPERIAL
SovereioN Count oF ALL CONNECTICUT AND ENJOYS HELPING TO RAISE FUNDS FOR OTHER NON-PROFIT ORGANIZATIONS THAT BENEFIT
our LGBTQIA+ Commoniry.

Bownie Pere

BonniE PETITE 15 THRILLED T0 BE ON THE Jupcing PANEL FoR CT Bear 2024!

SHE IS CURRENTLY APPOINTED AS IMPERIAL CRown Princess To Reich 24 o THE
ImperiaL SovereioN Court oF ALL CT WHERE SHE HAS HAD THE PRIVILEGE OF WORKING
WirH THE NoRTHEAST URSAMEN FOR SEVERAL PAST EVENTS. SHE IS EXTREMELY
PASSIONATE ABOUT USING DRAG T0 BRING THE LGBTQIA+ CoMMUNITY TOGETHER.

You MAY HAVE SEEN HER HOSTING CHARITY SHOWS, SINGING AT PRIDE FESTIVALS, OR
POSSIBLY EVEN READING BOOKS TO CHILDREN.

Bonnie uves in New Brira, CT wim HeR Fiance JP anD HER poc TIVBER. . =
WHEN NOT IN DRAG, THEY WORK IN SPECIAL EDUCATION AND ARE AN AVID ART AND THEATER ENTHUSIAST. THEY ARE ALSO INVOLVED IN THE
BEAR COMMUNITY IN GT AND LOVE ATTENDING URSAMEN EVENTS ANYTIME THEY CAN. THEY FEEL SUPER HONORED T0 BE A PART OF THIS
WEEKEND AND SPEND TIME WITH SUCH AMAZING PEOPLE!







